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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th May 2015 at 7.30pm at  
The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs S Berlyn (Chairman) 

Mrs A Chapman (Vice Chairman) 
G Gardiner  
Mrs A. Gardiner  
Mrs B Hallett 
 

A Keeler  
B Kennewell 
R. Wakefield 
M Wood  

In attendance: Mrs M Saunders, Clerk 
Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting by presenting some flowers to the Clerk in 
appreciation of her 10 years service to Danbury Parish Council.  The Clerk was 
thanked for all that she had achieved for the Parish Council in this time.   
 
The Chairman also welcomed Cllr Wakefield who had recently joined the Parish 
Council.   
 
1  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Wood nominated Cllr Berlyn to serve as Chairman of the Council for the current 
year; this was seconded by Cllr G Gardiner.  There were no further nominations and  
Cllr Berlyn was elected unanimously. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Berlyn be elected to serve as Chairman of the Council for the 
municipal year 2015-16. 
 
2  To receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office 
RESOLVED:  Cllr Berlyn signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
3  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Berlyn nominated Cllr Mrs Chapman to serve as Vice-Chairman of the Council 
for the current year; this was seconded by Cllr Wakefield.  There were no further 
nominations and Cllr Mrs Chapman was elected unanimously.   
RESOLVED: that Cllr Mrs Chapman be elected to serve as Vice-Chairman of the 
Council for the municipal year 2015-16. 
 
4  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Allen, Carlin and Telling.  Their 
declarations must be signed prior to the next Parish Council meeting on 29th July 
2015 as per the Local Government Act 1972 Section 83(4).   
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5  Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded that they must declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they had in any items of business on the meeting’s agenda.  They were 
reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate point in 
the meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  Unforeseen 
interests must similarly be declared at the appropriate time.  Any items regarding the 
Danbury Community Association Trust Limited – Danbury Sports and Social Centre 
had a dispensation to speak on these matters in place. 
 
No interests were declared at this point.   
 
6  Public Question Time 
There were no members of the public present.   
 
7  Approval of Minutes 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th March 2015 be approved 
and signed as a correct record. 
 
8  Uncontested Election 
Cllr Thomson had retired from the Parish Council and a presentation would be held 
on Wednesday 8th July at 12 noon at the Parish Office.   
 
Danbury was the subject of an uncontested election and now had two new 
councillors, Richard Wakefield and Daniel Carlin who was unable to attend the 
meeting.  There were still three vacancies on the Council that could be advertised 
and filled by co-option.  Cllr Gardiner proposed that the vacancies should be 
advertised and filled by co-option with immediate effect.  This was seconded by Cllr 
Wood and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the three Councillor vacancies should be advertised and filled by 
co-option with immediate effect 
 
9  Post Office 
The Clerk had been in contact with the Chief Executive of the Co-op and the Post 
Office.  It was advised that the Co-op were still in talks regarding the Post Office.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
10  Appointment of Committees and Working Groups  
RESOLVED:  that Members be appointed to Committees and Working Groups as 
shown in Appendix A.   
 
11 Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies  
RESOLVED:  that representatives on outside bodies be appointed as shown in 
Appendix B.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 PC 3 
 

12  Parish Councillor’s Allowances 
Further to Minute 70 Parish Council 28th January 2004, the Council considered if 
they still wished not to receive any allowances.  No monies had been placed in the 
budget for this item.  Cllr Keeler proposed that the Council did not wish to receive 
allowances for 2015/2016.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Gardiner and agreed 
unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the Council wished not to receive allowances for the municipal 
year 2015/2016.   
 
13  Appointment of Auditors and Solicitors 
Members were asked to consider the following appointments for the next municipal 
year.   
13.1  Internal Auditor:  The Internal Auditor (currently Heelis and Lodge) was 
appointed for 3 years at the Parish Council Meeting held on  28th January 2015 as 
per Minute 130.1 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
13.2  Solicitor:  The Solicitor was currently Hill and Abbott.  
Cllr Mrs Gardiner proposed the Council continues to appoint Hill and Abbott as the 
solicitor for the Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Wood and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that Hill and Abbott were appointed for the next municipal year.   
13.3 External Auditor:  The External Auditor was Littlejohn, 1 Westferry Circus, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 4HD  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
14 Reports from Village Organisations 
Cllr Mrs Gardiner gave a brief report from the Village Hall. A Macmillan coffee 
morning had recently been held and a quiz night was proposed in October or 
November for the same cause.  The Village Hall had invited the Parish Council to 
submit a table for the quiz.  The Danbury Players were putting on a talent/variety 
show and had asked if this could be publicised through the Parish Council.  This 
would be acceptable as the event would be held in Danbury.  The Danbury Players 
should forward any details to the Parish Office.  The Village Hall was also 
considering the installation of Wi-Fi in the hall.   
 
There were no other reports from village organisations.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
15 Power of Competence – Localism Act 2011 
The Chairman gave an overview of the Power of Competence and guidance notes 
were circulated to Members.  The Power of Competence adopted previously was in 
place until the day after the election.  Further to Minute 45 25th July 2012, the Parish 
Council was requested to readopt the Power of Competence.  Cllr Mrs Chapman 
proposed that the Power of Competence be readopted.  This was seconded by Cllr 
Kennewell and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the Power of Competence be readopted.  .   
 
16 Strategic Plan Working Group 
The Parish Council Strategic Plan was now out of date.  A group had been agreed in 
minute 10 (see Appendix A). 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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17  Annual Parish Meeting -  Monday 30th March 2015 
The following questions were asked at the Parish Council APM.   
 
The drainage of football pitches on Dawson Memorial Field needed to be 
improved.   
The drainage system was put in several years ago; the last few years had been 
extremely wet, but with a few recent dry days the pitches were drying out.   
 
The bench near the Sports Centre entrance had lots of cigarette ends around 
it.   
These would be cleared away.   
 
What were the implications for the traffic on the A414 through Danbury with 
reference to the Maldon Local Development Plan?  
It was likely that there would be 3-3,500 new homes in Maldon and the Dengie area.  
Highways had undertaken a computer exercise of traffic through Danbury and this 
‘calculating model’ was predicting that even without the possible 3,500 new homes, 
traffic through Danbury would be at saturation point in 2026.  Danbury Parish Council 
was talking to Highways regarding the implications to Danbury; other villages were 
also concerned, such as Little Baddow with their protected lanes which may become 
‘rat runs’ for drivers wanting to avoid the A414.  Two initial plans that had been put 
forward by Highways to help traffic flow were:  

 

 Removal of the mini roundabout at Well Lane and replace with traffic lights.   

 Peak time traffic signals for Mayes Lane and Little Baddow road to ensure 
that the A414 keeps moving.  The Parish Council was concerned that this 
would cause gridlock.   

 
Work on the Medical Centre had started and was due to be completed in March 
2016.  A further concern was that a pedestrian crossing was originally proposed for 
this site but Highways were only proposing a ‘pedestrian refuge’ which would not be 
wide enough for pushchairs and wheelchairs.  One suggestion was to move the 
crossing from Tesco Express to the site of the Medical Centre, but as Tesco had 
paid for this as part of its planning permission it may not be in agreement.   
 
Cllr Berlyn gave an update on the Maldon LDP.  The Parish Council was still waiting 
for ECC Highways to arrange a meeting to discuss the proposed traffic mitigation.  It 
has also been announced that the Maldon LDP had been found unsound and 
Maldon District Council had written to the Inspector to challenge this.  This could 
make it difficult for Maldon District Council to refuse planning permission as 
applications would be likely to go through on appeal and as no plan would be in 
place.  Maldon District Council had been given the option to either withdraw the plan 
or be formally instructed that the plan is unsound.  It was hoped that Danbury would 
have a greater opportunity to put forward a case when the plan is resubmitted.   
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Danbury Haulage lorries appeared to be exceeding their quota as they were 
seen more frequently on the A414.   
The Chairman did not believe they were exceeding their allowance.  The Parish 
Council had regularly met with the Danbury Haulage Agent to discuss/ensure that 
lorries are full when they move through the village (both journeys in and out of the 
site).  The condition of the road was also a concern and the Council had spoken to 
the Agent regarding this on several occasions who then arranged for the road to be 
monitored and swept.  Unfortunately, the staining on the road surface cannot be 
removed.  This would be an on-going problem for the life of the quarry i.e. 10-15 
years. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
18 Leases 
18.1  The Old School House 
This was now drawing to completion 
18.2 The Tennis Club 
A final copy had been sent to the Tennis Club for signature. 
18.3 The Old Pavilion 
A Lease had been drawn up and was being looked at by the Leases Working Party. 
RESOLVED:  that the information in 18.1 to 18.3 be noted.   
 
19 Reports from Committees 
19.1 Resources Committee 
The Chairman reported that:   

 The figures for year were now available.  The End of Year document would be 
taken to the Parish Council Meeting held prior to Resources on Wednesday 
17th June at 7.30 p.m.  

 The Internal Auditor was visiting on Tuesday 19th May 2015. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
19.2  Planning Committee  
The Chairman reported that:   

 A third resident had volunteered as a Tree Warden.   

 Maldon District Council LDP:  This had been discussed in minute 17 earlier in 
the meeting.   

 The appeal at 20 Little Baddow Road was still in progress.  The appeal for 
Land at Rosemary, Maldon Road had been allowed.   

 Danbury Palace:  The Committee had suggested Danbury Palace Avenue to 
CCC in place of Danbury Palace Drive which had been submitted as a name.  
Preview days for the Palace had been attended by some Members.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
19.3  Environment Committee  
There had not been a meeting of the Environment Committee since the last Parish 
Council meeting.  The next meeting was to be held on 8th June.   
 
Project Danbury:  The most recent meeting was held on 11th May 2015.  Cllr Mrs 
Chapman updated the meeting.  Cube were originally assisting with the project and 
had provided a list of plants and measurements.  However, the group had decided to 
go ahead without them and would now be looking at low maintenance shrubs which 
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would continually provide colour during the year.  Cllr Mrs Chapman had marked out 
the bed.  Due to the large size, it was unlikely that the scouts would be able to dig 
out the entire bed, although they could help with removing the turf and creating the 
edge.  A small digger may be needed which could be hired for approximately £70 for 
the day.  Cllr Mrs Chapman had carried out a test dig in four areas and noted that 
although the soil was friable it would need a lot of improvement.   
 
Cllrs Mrs Hallett and Chapman would be looking at plants and a request had been 
put out to the village for plant donations.  Cllr Wood advised he may be able to assist 
with obtaining some of the plants on the list.  Cllr Mrs Chapman advised that she had 
arranged for someone from Hyde Hall to look at the site to offer advice.  It was also 
suggested that businesses in the village be asked to sponsor the bed.  This would 
need to be advised to the Clerk first.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Mrs Chapman and 
her husband for the work they had carried out so far.   
 
Due to the lack of response the Front Garden Competition had been unable to go 
ahead.  Danbury and Little Baddow Horticultural Society had been informed. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
19.4  Facilities Committee  
There had not been a Facilities Committee since the last Parish Council meeting. 
 
Cllrs Mr and Mrs Gardiner and Cllr Wood would be representing the Parish Council 
at the forthcoming Fayre for the Pre School on Sunday 14th June 2015 (The Fayre is 
predicted to last 4 hours).   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
20 Communications Working Group 
There had not been a Communications Meeting since the last Parish Council 
Meeting, 
 
Cllrs Allen and Wood had met and were putting together a programme for the 
schools visits.  Cllr Wood had spoken with the schools and advised that they would 
be using planning as the basis for the visits.  The dates for the visits were as follows: 
 
Danbury Park School - Wednesday 10th June at 10.00 a.m. - Cllrs Mrs Chapman, 
Allen and Wood.   
 
St Johns School  Thursday 18th June, 2015 at 9.30 a.m. (16 children) - Cllrs Mrs 
Chapman, Mrs Hallett, Allen and Wood.   
 
Heathcote School  Thursday 23rd June, at 9.30 a.m. - Cllrs Allen and Wood.   
 
St Johns School Thursday 25th June, 2015 (16 children) - Cllrs Mrs Hallett, Allen, 
Wood. 
 
It was advised that a new Head Teacher had been appointed at St Johns School.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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21 Toilet Refurbishment (Sports & Social Club/Old Pavilion) (The Public 
Contract Regulations 2015) 
The Public Contracts Regulations 2015 came into force on 26th February 2015.  This 
meant that if a project cost over £25,000, it would be the subject of the Public 
Procurement Directive and also on the Contracts Finder Portal.  The Parish Council 
Toilet Project was sent out on the 18th February 2015 (prior to this date) so was not 
subject to these Regulations.  These alterations meant that the Financial Regulations 
and Standing Orders of the Council would have to be changed when a directive was 
issued from NALC.  The Clerk advised that the quotes had been done without the 
inclusion of any tiling.  This may need to be included in the scheme as the project 
progresses.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
22 Danbury Medical Centre  
The building work appeared to be progressing well.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
23 Parish Update from Cllr Johns Spence 
No update had been received.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
24 Danbury Times 
24.1  Timetable for Summer Edition of Danbury Times meetings: Cllr Mrs 
Chapman confirmed that the first meeting of the group would be held on Monday 18th 
May 2015 at 10.00 a.m. 
24.2 Delivery of Danbury Times:  It was hoped the delivery would be the second 
week of July.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
25  Councillors’ Surgeries 
The following Members volunteered for the Farmers Market Surgery.   
Saturday 6th June, 2015 – Cllrs Mr & Mrs Gardiner 
Saturday 4th July, 2015 – Cllrs Keeler and Kennewell 
Saturday 1st August, 2015 – Cllrs Mrs Chapman and Berlyn 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
26  Parish and Town Councillors Representatives on the Chelmsford City 
Council Governance Committee 
Further to Minute 162 Parish Council held on 25th March 2015, Members were asked 
if the Parish Council wished to forward a representative to Chelmsford City Council.  
At least two members from other parish councils were likely to carry on as 
representatives.  If anyone was interested they should notify the Clerk.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
27 Emergency Planning representatives 
This had been discussed under minute 11 earlier in the meeting.  This item would 
remain on the agenda.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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28 Awards from EALC 
A list of awards from the EALC that had been forwarded from NALC was circulated.  
After some discussion, Cllr Gardiner proposed that the Parish Council did not enter 
any of the NALC awards this year.  This was seconded by Cllr Wood and agreed 
unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council did not enter any of the NALC awards this 
year.   
 
29  Matters for Report (for information only) 
Cllr Mr and Mrs Gardiner would attend the Civic Service in June on behalf of the 
Parish Council.  
 
30 Dates of Meetings: May 2015 – Dec 2015 
17th June (End of Year Accounts), 30th July, 24th September and 26th November. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 pm 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………….   Cllr S Berlyn, Chairman 
 
 
Date: ……………… 
 
 


